POBTLAHO* OCJMBER 15. 1844. 

BiWe on Delusion* 

Delusion differs from deception, as a part 
differs from the whole* Delusion to die 
fciggWlkiml of deception* In this it differs 
from illusion, which is a lower species of 
deception. Illation has to do principally 
with the semes and the imagination ; delu- 
sion has to do with our thoughts* opinions, 
and judgment. Delusion always implies a 
kind of sincerity. He who is acting a feign- 
ed part, is net classed among the deluded, la 
some esses, a man** sincerity, by rendering 
him less suspicions, renders htm the more 
liable to be deluded. Yet a delusion implies 
more agency in the subject of it, than most 
other forme of deception, A man's reason 
is deceived, and then he reasons himself ioto 
a delusion. 

The Bible places our safeguard against 
delusion, where it can act most efficiently ; 
at the threshhold, " Bo not deceived." He 
who carefully guard* against every form of 
deception, will never reach that highest form 
of the evil which we call delusion. 

The Bible teaches us that the first sinner 
of the human race was <1 


ived by Satan ; 
and if that foiri spirit has a part to net in the 
lower forms of deception, we cannot suppose 
he is less active in its higher forma. Those 
who scout the idea of the influence of evil 
spirits, are at that very point under a fear- 
ful delusion. 

The Bible teaches us that there are cases 
where wicked rrieu are judicially given up to 
strong delusions. What, jess than this, can 
be meant by the Divitie declaration, Isa. 66: 
3, 4, " They have cboaou their own ways, 
and their soul dclighteth in their abomina* 
ttoti*, I also will choose their delusions," 
Or by the declaration of Paul, concerning 
those who receive not the love of the truth — 
" For this cause Ood will send them strong 
delusion." 2 Thess. 2: 11. 

When a delusion acts on the defensive, it 
commonly has some important truth to de- 
fend — the delusion consists either in some 
misapplication of the truth, or in some addi- 
tion to it. Take for example the delusion 
of Mr. Miller, It has a most important truth 
to defend. The Second Advent of Christ to 
this world, is a doctrine clearly taught in the 
Bible, and dear to the church. The error 
consists in attempting to fix the date of this 
great event. 

So when a delusion is aggressive, it com* 
ntonly goes out at first against what is posi- 
tively and even palpably wrong. The Mo- 
hammedan delusion, in the dayaof its author, 
fought against much that was positively 
wrong in the christian church of that day. — 
The delusion of the No-government and No- 
church party in our couutry at this time, be- 
gan by opposing the abominations of slave- 
ry, both in the government and in the church. 

The strength of a delusion consists partly 
in the hold it gets on the truth, and partly in 
the scope it gives to the unseen operation* of 
the selfish and corrupt passions of our fallen 
nature ; and its tendency is constantly to di- 
minish in the former oloment of strength, and 
to increase in the latter. On this principle, 
we may account for a fact which many ha 
observed, that somo persons who once em- 
braced much evangelical truth, and acemcd 
to have a strong hold upon it, after adopting 
the doctrine of Mr. Miller, have come to be 
more distinguished for a bitter spirit egaitnt 
the church, than for any seal for evangelical 
truth. What an inspired apostle has called 
11 the spirit of error," is made up of various 
corrupt passions, each of which increaaee in 
strength by indulgence. 

The Bible teaches us to treat those whom 
we regard as deluded, with a spirit of kind- 
ness, not morely from pity to them— they 
may despise otrr pity — nor merely from the 
hope of winning them back to reason and 
truth— they may treat us a* cnmul in our rea- 
son—and our very mildness may be inter- 
preted as the result of gome suspicion that 
we are wrong ; but we must treat thetn with 
kindness, because "this is right." 

Infant Baptism. 

An exchange paper states that the follow- 
ing appeared in a Roman Catholic publica- 
tion about one year since: 

11 Twenty Guineas reward to any Proton- 


"Perpleied Minds." 

In the Boston Trumpet, of Oct. Mh, is the 
following note addressed to its Editor: 

Our minds baring become perplexed of 
late with regard to the meaning of a passage 
of Scripture found in John f , S3, 29, we take 
the liberty to address you, thinking by this 
means we may get some light on the subject; 
that is, if yon consider it worthy your notice. 
It reads thus: 'Marvel not at this* for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life : and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion/ 

1. If the word, graves, here means the con 
dition, or state* of the morally dead, as in 
Ezek, xxx vii. 12, then why ia it not into ided, 
that each should enjoy the same amount of 
happine**? fixekiel says nothing about a 
'resurrection of damnation 9 for one part, and 
a 'resurrection of life* for the other. But it 
reads— 'And aball put my spirit in you, and 
ye shall live, and f shull place you in your 
own land, 1 Sec. Here all seem to share alike, 
one with another ; but not so with regard to 
the passage in question. 

2. You will please notice the 2atli verse: 
'The hour is coming, and now ia, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear shall live/ Now if all 
are to live in the spirit, and enjoy Christ, 
bow is it that some will have to sutler a 're- 
surrection of damnation? 1 for you will te* 
that all tint hear 'shall live, 9 And the ques- 
tion is, How shall they live? 

Yours with the greatest respect, 

A. A, Thatch, 
D. H, Gjiaowea. 

Swanzey, Sept, 17, 1844 

We intend to send a copy of this paper to 
Messrs* Thayer and Gardner, and would in- 
vite their attention to the following consider- 
ations. 

It is a sound maxim in the interpretation 
of human language, whether in the Bible or 
elsewhere, that if we cau discern the general 
scope and object of a speaker or writer, that 
will aid us in understanding his particular 
words and sentences. The words and sen- 
tences above referred to belong to an exten- 
ded discourse of our Lord. What was the 
general scope and aim of that discourse i 
Obviously to set forth his own mighty pow* 
er. He had just exerted th«U power in the 
miraculous cure of an impotent matt. The 
Jews cavilled at this. He ussurcd thetn that 
they ought not to be offended because be hud 
claimed the power of raining a sick man to 
health— th^y should shortly see " greater 
works than these.' 9 " For as the Father 
raiscth up the dead and quickeneth them," 
orgivcth them life — the Father gave life to 
the Shunamitc's son by the ministry of Eli- 
sba, 2 King* 4 : 35. And to a ruler'* daugh- 
ter by that of Klijnh. 1 Kings 17 : 22— these 
were literal resurrections from the dead j 
"even so the Sou quickoucth" or givctlt life 
to "whom be will." Let not men be aur- 

prised or offended at this, "The hour 

now is, when 99 not only the sick ahull be 
restored to health, but "the dead ahull hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear shall live. 19 Christ quickened or rais- 
ed to life the widow's son. Luke 7:15; the 
Ruler's daughter. Mark 5: 22 ; and Laza- 
rus the brother of Mary and Martha. John 
11 : 49, Do you still object or cavil ? "Mar- 
vel not at this, for the Ijour is coming when" 

not a few individual* outy «tbott be rc«u»retl 

to life, but "all that are in their grit vim shall 
hear his voice and ahull come forth." The 
peruana raided front the dead by our Lord 
whim on earth, appear to have been ruised 
without any reference to their future stute— • 
not with spiritual, but with natural bodies — 
not to pas* to another world, but to remain 
with their friends on earth, a* before their 
death. Hence, in shaking of them, v, 25, 
nothing is said of their final state, but of the 
future resurrection it is Hnid, " They that 
have done good, to the resurrection of life ; 
and they that have done evil, to the resur- 

of damnation." 

It may be urged by way of objection to the 
above view , that even orthodox writers and 
preacher* have explained v. L 25 figuratively. 
To this wc reply, that v. 25 has often been 
used by orthodox preacher* by way of ac- 
commodation, to illustrate the power of 
Christ in the convention of sinner*. Some 
orthodox writers have thought they found in 
thnso word* a double sense — (moo Ulooot- 
field 9 s critical notes) — but such have made a 
literal resurrection its first meaning — pos- 
sibly a few orthodox person* have suppos- 
ed the first and direct application to be to 
the power of Christ in the conversion of 

Minnprn— hut mnn whit rt»'t*rt nnrl avaii riili- 


motion 9 * bee followed. The 
prayerful, and apparently mSt 

mm out in strong opposition 
Hrm. According to Mr. W M i 
been raised to "# resurrection* 
We request Messrs. T. and 
seriously, whether Mr. Whitte 
baa not copied those men c 
Isaiab,wbo put light for dorkns 
oesefor light. 

Baptim by Spriik 

We find unexpected testimor 
sition, that the word baptize do 
otdy to immerse, in the last a 
Baptist Advocate. The Rev. 
son, L. L. D., who bad long be 
on of the Baptists,and a copious 
necessity of immersion to the f i 
turn, recently died in England, 
disciples apd admirer* thus dep 
in an Acrostic, published in t 
last week. 

"Nor does America restrain thy loss to 
Ueop ia the dust sbs tits ; ktr Uar$ fa; 

It is really too bad, that a ma 
so stoutly for immersion during 
should bo baptized by his owu 
spritMing, after his death. — 67 

We regret to spoil a plaasa 

will perhaps appear that the C 

inadvertantly brought out a fac 

to »et aside tn argument often i 

port of sprinkling. 

Bu prists believe that our divii 
instituting the first ordinance ol 
employed words in their first & 
and that the first and literal 
word baptise, is to imtner*e. S 
sentiment of the author of th 
etry. He was a Baptist, that 
of the pleasautry— yet that 
not hesitate to use this same ho 
ondury and figurative sense, 
this principle to the Greek wi 
Suppose you occasionally find 
thor who uses the term baptist 
ondary and figurative sense, as 
that fact will no more prove th 
did not regard immersion as it 
iug, than the above poetry pre 
author woe not a Baptist. 

The Fugitives from S 

We have had put into our hai 
letter from the female head 
Ohio, who lives on the route u 
by the fugitives. It was address* 
friend in Bangor. The writer j 
have here frequent opportunity 
good, particularly to tho poor 
they are passing through here cu 
many of them stop with us a uif 
" A short time since, u wotna 
children stopped with us. Her s 
ry affecting. Shu said her hush 
and sent far South— that she ne 
to see Itiui again. For a long ti 
formed plans to escape from S 
she was not a Christian, and hu 
proceed alone with her helplen 

Some account is then given oi 
tiau experience. Then she wu 
to start for she felt that Chri 
with her. 

On her way she was often | 

know which road to take, and s 
<juir©H «tt« «tl<l not Know but the 

her enemies, and would direct 

Vet what time alio was afrai<! 

ed in tho Lord and he helped h 

This lady says very few of th' 

as far as the place of her reside 

taken. 

While looking over the page 
ter, which contains some thmgi 
shall not make public at presen 
to ask what would be the feelin{ 
tion and scorn among the people 
try, if tho fugitives were Aeeii 
way, from the British Province* 
States i O how eloquent our 
statesmen and <h vines would be 
British cruelty and oppression. 

Fill Zi«>n' 

Just take a Sccoutl 

Ma. Editor : — In your pa pet 
a notice of the late meeting in A 
Provisional Committee, 99 and " 
ciety organised in 1843," I noti 
iug, M The only difficulty he 
was to get through the minish 
pie." The above is reported 
of E. K. Waaaait, agent of th 

Here then the secret is out. 


